
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ayse Evrensel       

Department: Economics and Finance   Phone Number: (618) 650-2592 

E-mail Address: aevrens@siue.edu   Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1-2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 [] This project deals with community outreach.  

 [] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature.  

 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 9 hours 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? No     

 

Location of research/creative activities: SIUE Campus 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The project is about various exchange rate regimes, especially adopted by developing and emerging economies. 

While the 2007-2008 financial crisis has put the currency crises of the late 1990s on the back burner, in recent 

years/months significant depreciation in some of the emerging market currencies such as the Turkish Lira and the 

Argentine peso has made currency crises the front-page news again. This project investigates whether or which 

lessons were learned from the late 1990s and why the frequency of currency crises has recently increased.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
Exchange rate regimes and currency crises were my dissertation topic. In the earlier part of my career I published 5-

6 scholarly articles on the subject. Therefore, I have a large number of sources on the subject. First, URCA assistant 

would help me to organize the "older" sources and summarize what we knew about currency crises then. Second, 

together with the assistant we will investigate as to why currency crises went into hibernation for the past 2 decades. 

Third, we will also investigate whether the recent currency crises are in any way different than the previous ones.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
  Many students do not realize what exactly "research" entails. My previous URCA assistants as well as other 

research assistants were always in awe how much commitment research takes. This is a feeling an undergraduate 

student rarely experiences at college. Additionally, in my previous experiences with URCA assistants, we could be 

able to achieve a lot during a semester. For a student (but also for me), seeing the semester-long efforts in a working 

paper format is very rewarding. Therefore, I expect that at the very least a working paper is produced at the end of 

the semester.  

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

 Usually I look at my and the assistant's available times and set a meeting day/time.  

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
There is no such requirement.  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
 I'd prefer Econ/Finance students who have taken Intermediate Micro and Macro theory courses.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

 A deep interest for investigation is certainly required.  

 

 


